CHRISTIAN LIVING
HOLINESS

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1Pet.1:16) "As he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in ALL your conduct." (lPet.l:15) And “strive for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord." (Heb.l2:14, Lev.10:1-3)
The word 'holy' seems to have almost a mystical meaning for many people. We feel sure this has much to do with man's religions, many of which often equate it with a pious, religious fervor, conjuring up images of people on their knees, with hands joined, looking rapturously up to heaven.  But this pious, praying image can have nothing to do with the holiness required of us by God, because this holiness is in fact part of his very character. Therefore it can have nothing to do with being pious or with praying.
But from the above scriptures, and many others, it is clear in the Word, that holiness is an attitude of heart, which re-born Christians must choose to have. It is one which shows in our conduct. It is an attitude of wholly belonging to, and being wholly occupied with God in our words, actions and thoughts, to the exclusion of all other gods.
We very rarely get into the root meaning of words in these tracts. And on this occasion, it's only at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, after we'd asked him to show us what he meant by the word 'holy'. He brought us to an old diction​ary, which suggested that this word had it's origins in the words 'whole', and 'complete'.  That made sense to us, because God is whole and complete in every area of his being. And he calls us to that same completeness in Christ, telling us in his Word that we have come to that complete​ness, or fullness of life, in Jesus Christ. (Col.2:10, Jh.l:16, Eph.3:19, 4:13 & 1:22-23)
This heart attitude - which will be ours, if we have a deep respect for, and a genuine love of our Father - will show in our taking great care that nothing we think, say, or do, may cause him pain or reflect badly on him, or his Word. But instead, will give honor and glory to him.
Surely the greatest pain we can cause our God is in our not relying completely, and banking our whole eternity, on the truth of his Word; in not living this complete trust every day, in every area of our lives, knowing full well that the Word we're so reliant on, was finally and completely shown to us in Jesus Christ. (Col.l:15-20)
Un-holiness, if I may coin a word, would allow me to desire and need worldly, natural preoccupations in order for me to relax and enjoy myself. This would clearly show that my God is not sufficient for me, and that I don't count his Word as the complete truth. (Jh.l7:17, Ps.16:11)  It would be like me saying that I need the companionship of women, other than my wife, Terri, to fulfill and comfort me. What a terrible insult that would be to her!!
Un-holiness would make it impossible for me to say with the psalmist, "How precious are your thoughts (expressed in the Word) to me! How vast is the sum of them!" (Ps.l39:17)  In that state, how could I ever say, "Lord, incline my heart to your words and not to materialism"? (Ps.ll9:36) How could I expect to have an answer (from him) for those who speak against me, if I don't trust in his Word? (Ps.ll9:42)  Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep your Word (Ps.119:67), would have no meaning for me. I would never be able to say, "Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me." (Ps.119:98) And who are my enemies but the powers of darkness? (Eph.6:12)
I could never have more understanding than my teachers, or the aged, because God's testimonies would not be my meditation, and I wouldn't bother to keep His precepts. (Ps.ll9:99-100)  Things like, "I hold back my foot from every evil way in order to keep your Word", and, "I don't turn aside from your ordinances, because you have taught me" (Ps.ll9:101-102), would be absolutely meaningless to me.
I would never know the incredible sweetness of God's words, nor be able to say that they are "sweeter than honey to my mouth". (Ps.ll9:103)  I would be without spiritual understanding, and would walk in darkness all the days of my life. (Ps.ll9:104-105 & 130)  How awful all this would be!  Yet if I'm not holy to the Lord, wholly abandoned to the truth of his Word, then I am unholy, and all the above unthinkables, would become so in my life.
There have been people down through the ages, and this includes me, who have physically cut themselves off from the world to achieve what was considered by many to be holiness. But I ask you is this what God means us to do when he commands us to be holy?
Before his death Jesus asked the Father to keep all of us safe "in the world". He didn't ask to have us taken out of it. (Jh.l7:15) The Word clearly shows us that the real cause of all our problems of discontent, unhappiness, stress, turmoil etc., lies in our un-regenerated hearts, which are not, and cannot be, in tune with, submitted to, or banking on, the truth of his complete Word. (Jer.l7:9, Gen.6:5 & 12, Gen.8:21, Rom.8:7-8)
It must be clear to us that our thoughts govern our actions. The thoughts of our innermost hearts come out in those actions ((Matt.12:33-37 & 15:10-20); so, when the Word of God tells us that we must be holy in all our conduct (lPet.l:15), it simply means we must "take every thought captive" (2Cor.10:5), making them line up with God's Word.  If we follow the example of David, king of Israel, then we will continually lay up that Word in our heart, so that we might not sin against our God. (Ps.119:11)
And while not all things build us up, or are helpful to us, ALL THINGS ARE NOW LAWFUL, but we must certainly not allow anything to control us. (1Cor.lO:23 & 6:12) All things are lawful, as long as they are not forbidden by God, in his Word. But surely, if we truly love our God, then we will not want, or desire, anything that he is not intimately involved in with us. (Ps.73:25) We will not be interested in what we can get away with, rather in what pleases him. This is truly being holy to God.
So the right or wrong of everything we think, say, or do, comes down to two things. First, what has God said in his Word, and second, what is our heart attitude to him and that Word?
Now while it would be very wrong of me to need or want the company or companion​ship of women, other than Terri, nevertheless, I can enjoy their friendship and fellowship, and benefit from it.  The Word tells me not to look lustfully at women, and my heart attitude to my God, and to Terri, ensures that this will not happen.
When my heart attitude to Terri is right, when she is the only woman I want and desire - which is an attitude of mind and heart that I continually choose to have - when her joy is my joy, when her fulfillment is my fulfillment, then, and only then, I am holy to Terri. This is the true meaning of holiness, TO WHOLLY AND COMPLETELY BELONG TO THE OTHER.
Just as I can enjoy the friendship and fellowship of Christian women, other than Terri, so I can look at, and enjoy much of what the world has to offer. My heart attitude to my God ensures that I neither desire, nor need any of these things to fulfill me.
I repeat, the right or wrong of everything we do, think, or say, comes down to what our God has said in his Word, and our heart attitude toward it.  "You shall be holy, for I am holy". (lPet.l:16) A real insight into what God is talking about here is found in Num.16:38, where the Lord is speaking to Moses about the incense burning censors of Num.16:16-18 saying, "Let these censors be made into a hammered plate as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the Lord, therefore they are holy." If we have offered, or given our​selves wholeheartedly and completely to God, then we are truly holy to him. We are wholly his.
When we give something to another, then very obviously, that thing is no longer ours. We relinquish ownership to the other person. In our relationship with our God, he has given everything for, and to us, in his Son. Our response to this can be nothing short of total and complete abandonment of ourselves, and everything we are and have, to this great God. Then we are holy to him.
If we truly know this God - know his heart (Eph.3:14-19) - as Jesus promised we would, by him revealing the Father to those who show their love for him by doing what he says, then it must surely be our greatest delight - not a chore, not a 'have to' thing - to abandon ourselves to his love. (Matt.ll:27, Jh.l4:21 & 23)
To be holy to the Lord begins with us determining, by the strength of his Spirit (Eph.3:20), to take every thought captive, in order to obey Christ. (2Cor.lO:5) And who is this Christ, but the Eternal Word of God. (Jh.1:1, Rev.19:13, Ps.l38:2)  So it follows that for us to do as 2Cor.lO:5 says, we must not allow thoughts or feelings to wander around unchecked in our minds. We must grab hold of them and subject them to the Word - both in the Spirit and the letter. We must modify those thoughts in order to make them line up with that Word. We who have believed God's Word, as shown in Jesus Christ, and have offered ourselves in total abandonment to him, are truly holy to him.  
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